
 
 

  Edible Landscaping

native trees
 and fruiting plants 

that w
ork best for edible landscapes



 
 

W
hat ?  

E
at your landscape?  

M
unch the grass and chew

 on the 
shrubs? 

                                      W
ell, w

hy not?



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

W
hy?

●Food A
ccess is low

●K
now

lege about food is dim
inishing

●Its fun
●It engages us w

ith our landscape



 
 



 
 

●N
atives

●Farm
er's Trees

●B
erries &

 G
rapes

●P
erennial Vegetables

●H
erbs, etc



 
 

N
atives

●E
cologically appropriate

●Low
 w

ater
●W

ildlife attracting



 
 

N
ative Trees

Pecan 
    Texas P

ersim
m

on
                    Texas B

lack W
alnut

                                      Anacua
                

M
exican P

lum
 

 
Escarpm

ent B
lack C

herry
                 

M
ulberry
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C
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Shrubs &
 H

erbaceous Plants

Agarita, 
             Turks C

ap,  
                       N

opales, 
         C

hile P
equin, 

                            Agave, 
                                         Sotol, 
                     Yucca



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

Farm
er's Trees

●S
ite S

election  
●P

lanting 
●Irrigation  
●S

ourcing  
●Frost Tolerance



 
 

S
ite S

election
●Lots of exceptions and specifics, but:

●S
un

●G
ood drainage

●Frost sensitive fruit like protection



 
 

P
lanting

●Tim
ing 

●C
ontainer vs. bare root

●U
se existing back fill

●W
ide hole – not too deep

●M
ake level donut around tree 3' w

ide
●W

eed barrier
●H

eavy m
ulch



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

Irrigation

●Flood B
ubbler first few

 years

●Sw
itch to drip irrigation as drip line 

grow
s



 
 



 
 



 
 

C
hill H

ours

hours in the w
inter w

hen the 
tem

peratures are below
 45 but above 32 

degrees



 
 

O
nce	  the	  chilling	  requirem

ents	  is	  sa1sfied,	  
w
arm

	  w
eather	  triggers	  an	  increase	  in	  plant	  

grow
th	  prom

oters	  and	  triggers	  norm
al	  

bloom
	  and	  leaf	  canopy	  developm

ent.	  



 
 

If	  m
ism

atched	  plants	  bud	  too	  early	  the	  tree	  
doesn't	  set	  fruit.	  	    

A high-chilling cultivar planted in a low
-

chill region m
ight never fruit at all. 
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Types of Fruit

P
om

e, S
tone, C

itrus, O
ther 



 
 

P
om

e Fruit
   A

pple                              P
ear 

A
sian P

ear



 
 

A
pples



 
 

A
pples



 
 



 
 

Low
 C

hill -  A
nna, D

orsett G
olden

H
igher C

hill - G
ala, P

ink Lady, Fuji
 



 
 

Fungal Pathogens - pow
dery m

ildew
 

and scab

B
acterial P

athogens - fireblight - over-
vigorous shoots are susceptible 



 
 



 
 

Pear



 
 

probably the easiest fruit trees to grow
 in our area 

least am
ount of pruning and insect control



 
 

E
uropean P

ears

Ayers, W
arren, O

rient,  Keiffer, 
LeC

onte, and M
oonglow



 
 



 
 

A
sian P

ears

Juicy pear-like taste, 
crisp texture, m

uch like a 
good apple



 
 



 
 

S
tone Fruit



 
  



 
 

D
isease and insect control are crucial

 B
row

n rot, scab and leaf curl

Scale, plum
 curculio, catfacing insects 

(stink bugs, box elder bug), and peach 
tree borer. 



 
 

The first line of defense is good 
sanitation w

ith proper pruning a 
close second.  

Sunlight sterilizes disease and  
good airflow

 is crucial 



 
 

A
pricot



 
 

N
ectarine



 
 

P
eaches



 
 



 
 

C
ategorized by:

Fruit size, S
tone pit adherence,  R

ipe date

TexStar, La Feliciana, Springold, June G
old,  

S
entinel, H

arvester, R
edgold

Tex &
 gold in nam

e

 A
nd then there are the w

hite peaches



 
 

The ideal is to plant varieties that are 
tasty, and spread the harvest date – 

early, m
id, late

P
eaches can be fussy.

B
ut so good!



 
 



 
 

Plum

G
ood varities in Austin are Bruce, 

M
ethley, S

anta R
osa, O

zark P
rem

ier
 M

ethley needs a pollinator the least, 
but m

ost need a friend



 
 

C
itrus



 
 

E
asy – few

 pests; needs little pruning 

Frost tolerance m
ain issue

Som
e citrus are bulletproof after 

establishm
ent



 
 

Im
proved M

eyer Lem
on



 
 

Im
proved M

eyer



 
 

S
atsum

a M
andarin



 
 

K
um

quat



 
 



 
 

O
ther C

itrus

R
epublic of Texas O

range
Valencia O

ragnge
R

io R
ed G

rapefruit 

Lots of other citrus 
M

any interesting varieties good into teens...
                                                   once established!



 
 

Various S
ub Tropical

●Fig
●Pom

egranate
●Persim

m
on

●Loquat 
●C

anary Island D
ate P

alm
 



 
 



 
 

Fig
C

eleste, Texas E
verbearing, LS

U



 
 

P
om

egranate
M

any varieties, but 'W
onderful' is standard



 
 



 
 

P
ersim

m
on

             H
achiya                    Fuyu



 
 

A
sian varieties are w

hat w
e eat here

H
achiya – astringent – needs to ripen

Fuyu – non-astringent – eat off the tree



 
 



 
 

Loquat
D

rought tolerant, and very attractive



 
 



 
 

C
anary Island D

ate P
alm

 



 
 

C
ane Fruit

 
R

aspberries, Blackberries, 
D

ew
berries



 
 



 
 



 
 

B
lueberries



 
 

●S
traw

berries
●G

oji berry
●E

lderberry
●P

ineapple G
uava



 
 

G
rapes

B
lack S

panish, C
ham

panel, G
olden M

uscat 
 H

ybrid: B
lanc du B

ois

Table: Flam
e 



 
 



 
 



 
 

A
ttractive herbs for m

anicured landscape:

R
osem

ary, creeping thym
e, bay laurel,  

lavender, M
exican oregano, lem

ongrass   



 
 

A
ttractive edible flow

ering plants:

R
ose varieties, day lily, nasturtium

, 
am

aranth



 
 

A
ttractive m

edicinal/ tea plants:

Echinacea, com
frey, yarrow, 

com
frey, cham

om
ile



 
 

D
on't forget your pollinators 

both for fruit production and 
ecological balance


