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DROUGHT CONTINGENCY PLAN

IRRIGATION RESTRICTION TRIGGERS

Conservation Stage Restrictions

This stage includes year-round irrigation restrictions in place for all customers.
e Automatic irrigation - one day a week for up to 15 hours
¢ Hose-end sprinklers - up to two days a week for a total of 30 hours

Irrigation methods allowed any time on any day:
e Watering landscapes with drip irrigation and hand-held hoses
e Watering trees with a bubbler, irrigation bag, or soaker hose
e Watering vegetable gardens with a soaker hose

Triggers for Additional Restriction Levels

The Drought Contingency Plan includes additional irrigation restrictions that the City Manager may
implement to further reduce water use from Conservation Stage. These higher restrictions can be
triggered in three ways:

e Water Supply
Lakes Travis and Buchanan, which are managed by the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA),
hold just over two million acre-feet of water. Reduced water storage levels in these lakes may
indicate the presence of drought conditions. Restrictions increase as lake levels get lower.

e Water Demand
Austin’s three treatment plants can treat and distribute up to 335 million gallons of water a day.
Water usage that approaches plant capacity can trigger more restrictions, although Austin has not
come near capacity in recent years.

e Emergency Conditions
These include equipment failure, system outage, water source contamination or other similar
situations.

Water Supply Triggers
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http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Water/Conservation/Planning_and_Policy/2016DroughtContingencyPlan.pdf

Water Demand Triggers

DEMAND, SUPPLY & EMERGENCY TRIGGERS AND GOALS
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